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staying on the
streets

by STARHAWEK

ment needs to go. The large scale protests are becoming more dangerous

and difficult. The summits are moving to inaccessible locations. The IMF

and the World Bank and the G8 and the WTO continue to do their business. Are we
being effective enough to justify the risks we're taking? Should we be focusing more
on local work, building our day-to-day networking and organising? | was in Genoa.
Because of what | experienced there, including the moments of real terror and horror,
| am more convinced than ever that we need to stay in the streets. We need to
continue mounting large actions, contesting summits, working on the global scale.
Qur large scale actions have been extraordinarily effective. I've heard despair-

ing counsels that the protests have not affected the debates in the G& or the WTO or
the IM/World Bank. In fact they have, they have significantly changed the agendas and
the propaganda issuing forth, In any case, the actual policies of these institutions
will be the last thing to change. But for most of us on the streets, changing the debate
within these institutions is not our purpose. Qur purpose is to undercut their legit-
imacy, to point a spotlight at their programs and policies, and to raise the social
costs of their existence until they become insupportable. Contesting the summits
has delegitimised these institutions in a way no local organising possibly can. The big
summit meetings are elaborate rituals, ostentatious shows of power that reinforce the
entitlement and authority of the bodies they represent. When those bodies are forced
to meet behind walls, to fight a pitched battle over every conference, to retreat to
isolated locations, the ritual is interrupted and their legitimacy is undercut. The agree-
ments that were being negotiated in secret are brought out into the spotlight of public

s ince Genoa, there has been lots of healthy debate about where the move-



























